
Proposed Special Needs Policy for National Tournament 

 

 

Notify the host State by _______________ if you anticipate that there could be the 

possibility of a student (from your state) who will need special accommodations to 

participate in the National Tournament.  This will allow us to work in advance with your 

State Convention, that Student, and the judges in such a way that will best meet the needs 

of that individual through the structure of Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament.  It is 

often difficult to provide the best format for the student and judges when we are notified 

on the day of the event.  Special accommodations could include learning disabilities, 

hearing impairment or deafness, vision impairment or blindness, being in a wheelchair, 

etc.   

 

You will need to send an e-mail or letter to the attention of the host of the tournament by 

the above-specified date.  In the e-mail or letter, you will need to state the student’s 

name, the State Convention name and contact person, contact information for that 

individual at the State Convention, the nature of the special need and how your state will 

accommodate that need at the State Tournament Level.  You will also need to state how 

you envision that the student could participate in the National Tournament.  Feel free to 

share any other information that you feel may be vital to us in working with the student.  

Once you have held your State Tournament, please contact the host state to confirm or 

remove this student’s name and special accommodation from the National Tournament 

information for your state.   

 

If other special accommodations arise closer to the drill, such as a broken arm or leg, 

please inform the host state at the earliest possible date and let us know of these last 

minute circumstances.  It will allow us to be prepared for the needs of your students. 

 

It is our desire that all students, in as much as is possible, be able to participate in the 

spiritual growth opportunity that Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament provide.  We will 

honor each State’s System for Students with special accommodations as much as is 

possible, providing it does not penalize Students at the National Tournament following 

the written guidelines for Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament.  The national tournament 

was established for state winners to compete against each other as the written rules state. 

In the event a student cannot meet those stated guidelines the national Bible Drill 

Leadership Council will attempt to accommodate this student in a category that does not 

penalize him or the students who are competing according to the stated guidelines. If the 

needed accommodation calls for a change in how the student is scored, then he will be 

scored with the criteria established by the sponsoring state convention and recognized as 

a winner in the special accommodations category if he meets the state’s pre-determined 

standard. The state sponsoring the special accommodations student will be responsible 

for covering the expense of the award. 

 

At the beginning of the National Tournament, any special needs/exceptions of a driller or 

speaker and the system for them participating will be explained to the judges and the 



audience with the details that each group needs to know to understand how this special 

need will be handled in the context of the National Tournament. 


